Example

DESIGNING A WEB PAGE:  Graphic Organizer
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	Plan for Success

	Cool Design 

	Say It Write

	Picture This

	Hear, Hear

	Movie Time

	Bright Ideas

	PARC 

	Resources


Purpose of Site:  Illustrate simple web page design principles using fun, easy-to-understand text and graphics.

Audience:  Middle School students, ages 11 – 15
Previous Experience:  Some may have Front Page experience with creating a web page, but most will have little or no experience with actual web design factors.

General Design Format:  


Font:  Verdana – sizes are listed in parenthesis if other than size 12  ex: (V16)


Text Colors:  Black, Dark Blue, White

Background Colors:  TBD

Navigation Colors:  TBD
Site Design  – Uses Frames, with a Top, Left and Main page,  Simple Navigation buttons along the left side of every page:  See example in table above left of graphic organizer.
NOTE:  In this document the site text is in black, the rest of the storyboard design information is in purple.   Each site page is shown in a textbox with Page name and .html name.  Audio and video storyboards are shown in table form and are provided for reference only.

Title:  Designing Cool Web Pages  (V28)
Graphic:  (TBD)  in the upper left hand corner of page.
Text:  Welcome to Designing Cool Web Pages!  This site was created to help you learn how to make a great website. With a little planning and creativity, you can create a cool (and useful) website to show all of your friends!  It’s easy if you follow a these few steps to good basic web design and layout.  
Wanna know what teens like about the web?  Check out this article to help you find out how kids like you are really using web sites these days.

Now, are you ready?  Then let’s get started! (link to Planning page)
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(Insert Site Counter)
(Copyright notice V12, italicized)  This web site is the property of Katrina Priese (links to email)Business Education instructor at LaSalle Springs Middle School, (link to LSMS site) Rockwood School District, St. Louis, Missouri.  Please contact her with any comments or suggestions.  
 Graphic (TBD)
Text:  OK, now listen up.  Planning is THE most important part of the website design process, so don’t skip it, or else your website will end up a mess and you’ll look a FOOL, instead of COOL!  
Start off with a written plan – it’s much easier to remember and stick to a plan if it’s in writing.  
There are 2 main parts to PLANNING:  

· Choose a topic

· Lay out the site navigation (flow of how the pages connect to each other)
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TOPIC:  Good web design says that your website should fulfill people’s needs or wants.  Ask yourself - “Why would someone want to visit my site?”  Another way to put it is, “what do I have to offer that might fill someone else’s wants or needs?”

Here are some ideas (link to Site Ideas) for COOL sites.
After you choose your topic, think about what you want to say about it.  Create a graphic (link to my graphic organizer) where you can lay out your page topic headings and put in the main idea for each page.  That will let you see how the pages will relate to each other.  

NAVIGATION:  Keep these points in mind as you plan the navigation and layout of your site.  

Can my users: 
· Find information easily without lots of scrolling? 

· Always know where they are in the site and how to move around?

* Remember, even though the web is a great place to share your interests with others, you’ll want to be careful about the information you post.  More about safety and security here.  

Graphic:  (lightbulb)
Text:
Here are a few ideas of what you could base your site on.  One thing - choose a topic you really like, ‘cause that’ll help you infuse excitement and fun into your pages – a sure path to COOL!

	Sports
Graphic
	· Share comments and ideas about your favorite sport –  I know someone who made a website about his new passion:  fly-fishing.  He wanted to help others discover this great sport, and he tells about the equipment needed, the type of equipment and brands he uses, where he likes to fish and some of the problems he’s run into while fishing.  He has pictures of his big catches and lots of other information.  Check it out at http://www.ozarkchronicles.com/  - it’s fun, informative and interesting. 



	Advice
Graphic
	· Provide help for others, such as how to succeed in school, get a boy or girl friend or just how to make and keep friends.  Share your favorite links to site like http://worldkids.net/clubs/kci/advice/#friends  or http://www.kidzworld.com/site/p3047.htm   



	Interests
Graphic
	· Share your interests – you can post information and a few pictures of a favorite collection (baseball cards), activity (making jewelry) books or movies (horror or fantasy are 2 faves)    



	School
Graphic
	· Promote your school, get or give help with homework, like SparkNotes, show pictures of your funniest school moments, whatever    



	Religion or Heritage
Graphic
	· Put up a site with links and a discussion blog where you can “talk” to other teens about religion, heritage, spirituality, beliefs, etc.  



	Vacation

Graphic

	· Been somewhere cool and want to share the trip?  Use pictures, descriptions and links to websites about your adventures

	NOTE:
	What’s a blog?  It’s basically a journal that is available on the web. The activity of updating a blog is "blogging" and someone who keeps a blog is a "blogger." Blogs are typically updated daily using software that allows people with little or no technical background to update and maintain the blog. 

Postings on a blog are almost always arranged in chronological order with the most recent additions featured most prominently.



Graphic (TBD)
Text:  
Alright, you’ve made your plan and decided what you’re going to include and you’ve got a good website building software like DreamWeaver or Microsoft Front Page.  Now get ready for the fun part.  As you begin to make the actual web site design, keep in mind these 4 simple rules:  
4 PARC Principles - Look at any well-designed web site (or text book, for that matter) and you’ll probably find that all of them apply these simple PARC design principles!  
	P- Proximity
	Items relating to each other should be grouped close together. 

	A- Alignment
	Nothing should be placed on the page arbitrarily (means without a purpose).

	R- Repetition
	Repeat visual elements of the design throughout the site. You can repeat color, shape, backgrounds, spatial relationships, line thickness, sizes, etc. 

	C- Contrast
	If the elements (type, color, size, line thickness, shape, space, etc) are not the same, then make them very different. Contrast is often the most important visual attraction on the page. 


NOTE:  Table will be reformatted with colors and fonts for interest
Take a look at this website that a friend of mine evaluated for PARC (link to Cheryl’s New York evaluation) you’ll understand more of what we’re talking about here.  
(graphic) So, take a hint & use PARC, too!

Graphic (TBD)
Text:   Here’s the main message about the text on your page – KEEP IT SIMPLE!  No fussy fonts, fancy language or confusing stuff.  Say what you need to say as simply as possible, because everyone just “scans” the page text anyway.      
Here’s how to trim word content to “simple”:
· Short phrases

· Simple words

· Legible fonts

· Don’t crowd the page – keep somewhite space (mouseover with definition of white space) 
Remember, it’s better to make a new page and link to it if you think your viewers want or need more information.  Then they can choose to get more info or go on to something else.
‘Nough said?  

 Graphic:  picture of a picture on a web page
Text:  Now it’s time for pictures.  “Good” pictures reinforce your text and you’re your buddies want to keep looking at the page.  
For example, if you have text about your horse, show your favorite shot of you riding in your last horse show.  
Another idea is to put your favorite team stats in a graph or chart that has the team’s wins, losses and current standings.  There are several easy graphing (mouseover shows more information on graphing) programs to choose from, and you may already have one on your computer.
When finding images for your site, consider these things:

· Does it relate to your topic?  If not, don’t use it.

· Graphic type / file size (big graphics take a long time to load – boring!)

· Colors (most monitors show only basic colors – keep it simple)

· Where will you put it on the page?  It should look good (refer to the PARC principles)  
One last point related to COOL.  Place the pictures to lead the eye into the page, not draw it away from the page contents.  Take a look at this example (link to example page) to see what we mean.

Graphic:  picture of an ear listening
Text:  Now we have text and graphics, but there’s still a couple of things missing in order to achieve COOL.  One of those things are AUDIO!  
Click here (link to audio site) for a quick example of how sound help’s enhance your site.
Ideas for audio sounds are:

· Music
· Animal sounds

· Gross body noises - or not!

· Sound tracks of your favorite movie or play

· Recording of your sister’s slumber party (check with your mom first to avoid being grounded forever)

· Electronically generated sounds



You get the idea…

Start by doing a web search for audio clips that enhance your topic, or create your own.

 If you are going to record something on your own, you’ll need a decent microphone that plugs into your computer, or some other way to import stuff.  Just be sure the sound is clear and easy to understand, and keep your little brother’s crying out of the background!
For more on recording your own audio, check out this site (link to _____).
	Duration:  
	.47 seconds

	File format & source
	.wav   http://www2.nau.edu/ctel-web/site/res/inst_media/content/03_designing/02_page.htm

	Learning objectives: 
	Reinforce that audio is "an extremely efficient way to deliver information." Audio can emphasize key points that might be missed in a textual presentation. Also, audio personalizes instruction. 

	Location:
	Next to a graphic and text about uses of audio files on the ‘Hear, Hear’ audio page 

	Transcript:
	"Hello, Welcome to the WEB-CT version of Humanities 373: Nature and Values. My name is Max Oelschlaeger. 

But just call me Max. I'll be your guide through the cyber-space of online learning. 

I've taught courses like this to thousands of students over 30 some years. But designing this course with the WebCT staff, and then actually constructing it, has given the content a new focus and precision. 

I think you'll learn a lot. Not only about nature and values, but the human predicament. There'll be another audio clip for you on down the cyber-space road near the end of the semester."

	
	



Movie:  short exciting clip on  _____
Text: Text and pictures are ok, but to really get the WOW factor going, get a movie clip on your site!

There are lottsa ways to do this.  Import your home movies, download a pre-existing clip or create your own –whatever works for you.  Here’s a page of easy to understand instructions for adding video.  

Just remember – keep it short!  I know we keep sayin’ it, but short and simple clips will hold people’s interest and keeps the file size small so it loads and plays quickly.  Two good reasons to go the short route!

You’ll have to decide if you are going to offer your user options to either download or view media components online.   Here’a a link to a page that provides tips on using some popular streaming media software like RealPlayer and Flash.  Here’s a link to a page that provides some info about creating your own media 
Here’a Here
	Duration:  

	2 minutes, 21 seconds

Sounds  - music in background with  voices of characters in a Mid Summer Night’s Dream

Action - filmed at night/dialogue takes place towards the end of the play

	File format & source

	http://www2.nau.edu/ctel-web/site/res/inst_media/content/03_designing/03_page.htm  

	Learning objectives:
	Show how video is more effective at illustrating points than text or audio.  

Show characteristics of the different video file formats 

	Location:
	On ‘Show Me’ page by file format text



Text:  Here’s the website:   New York Career Zone at   http://www.nycareerzone.org/
Take a look at the site, then click back here to read how this site uses PARC - Proximity, Alignment, Repetition, and Contrast.   (arrow graphic) 
Per Cheryl:
Proximity

Groups of career occupations are clustered together to make the site easy to navigate. The career clusters are grouped together so that the visitor can start exploring different career choices. 

On the top right of the screen, visitors can take a free self-assessment, create their own portfolio of information, search, find additional resources, or gain access to help.  The assessment allows visitors to assess their interests and find a career choice that would match. After they have located some information, visitors are able to save information in their own portfolio for use at a later date. All of this information is presented in a very organized easy to understand manner. 

Alignment

The site is easy to navigate and it doesn’t seem to have any items that are placed arbitrarily. The only thing that may seem out of place (but that I happen to like) is the picture of Governor George Patacki. He really doesn’t have any relationship to the site except that he is the Governor of New York, but it’s not really clear why his picture is on the site.  Guess it’s because he helped fund the website!
Repetition

The site looks the same throughout. The color schemes and visuals stay pretty consistent. The site seems to have a circular motion to it which is also evident in the background which has very light (almost transparent) circles. The color scheme is attractive and not too over bearing and is very complementary. 

The navigation bar on the side stays consistent, except for the linking buttons, but it is easy to navigate.

Contrast

The color scheme is very easy to read and the contrast between the royal blue background and the use of bright yellow and red (especially in the Career Zone logo) was very appealing. The color scheme stays very consistent throughout the site.

Summary 

Overall the site is set up very well and it is easy to navigate and get around. 

Graphic:  Resource library shot
((Still Under Construction ( ))

Text:  Resources used in building this site include:
http://www.aaammm.com/voice.html  audio only about speech compression, etc.  about 2 minutes – use this for the audio segment

http://www2.nau.edu/ctel-web/site/res/inst_media/content/03_designing/02_page.htm   audio on 

http://www.baycongroup.com/real_player/video.htm  text tutorial on adding video – link to video file formats 

http://personalweb.about.com/cs/books/gr/0303designing.htm  link to basic web page design on About.com

http://desktopvideo.about.com/od/editing/a/dv_overview_ro.htm  link about using desktop media
http://webdesign.about.com/od/beginningtutorials/a/aa060198.htm  About.com’s 5 steps

http://webdesign.about.com/od/webdesigntutorials/a/aa070504.htm  14 pointers

http://www.useit.com/jakob/
http://www.streaming.wisconsin.edu/understand/understand.html  Les’s site about streaming media – good explanation

Additional Resources on Web Design:

http://homepage.mac.com/priese/.cv/priese/Movies/NotEnuffTime.mov-link.mov
http://www.w3schools.com  site that has free tutorials on all sorts of web page design = great resource 
http://homepage.mac.com/appleblossom/workshops.html
Home Base:  index.html





Bright Ideas:   ideas.html





Plan For Success:  plan.html





PARC:  PARC.html





Cool Design:  design.html





Say It Write:  write.html





Picture This:  picture.html





Hear, Hear:  audio.html





Movie Time:  movie.html





Resources:  resources.html









